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1¥ole, prior to the latter part of 1947 or the early part of
1948. in determining projects assigned by the MCEI, while .
politiciens later played the predominating role in these S
pollicy decisione. This does not mesn thet the military

.80y way but simply thet,prior to thig turning point in 1947
“vor 1948, the important ‘consideration was to carry out the

“the best qualified people, whether they were Party meémbers
S or not. Later on, the polifical affiliations or aetivities
.- 0f Soviet engineers becsiis &n important consideration in -
o %gsiﬁgégg them to leading positions at Institute 160 and.
othe Le )

o | Soviet industrial ministries wefe reorganized
vin the middle of 1947. Prior to this rrorgenisetion, MATENKOV

25X1

25X1

‘military authorities played a more impartan#f‘v;;

agpects of work performed at Imstitute 160‘were.diminiahédwihﬁfuif

basks assigned to Institute 160 snd to accomplish them by ' .~

25X1

- had been responsible for directing various high-priority Prow = -

Jects in ministries comnected with the Soviet aviation _
;dndustry. In thiscepacity, he had been over-all directer of
the Radar Committee and thus had played an important role

in the operation of the Soviet electronics industry.

3a . MAZENIOV . was presumebly divested of these responsibilities
a8 a result of this reorgenization. Nothing was heard of. him

at Institute 160 for a perioll after this reorganization took -
“'places It was rumored by some high-placed Soviet employees - - . -

o important role in the affairs of the ministry, that he was:

ﬁ””freplaced KATZMANY as chief engineer of the Main Administration

i at the institute that ZRDANOV was now‘(l947*48)’p1aying‘anf_jv~j:c
;. responsible for directives guiding the work of the ministry,: 7"

”3A¢yfhé same time (the £all of 1947 or early 1948), YELIZAROV -

for Vacuum Technigues.? Several Soviet colleagues at .25X1

~+* Institute 160 claimed thet YELIZAROV was. a “ZHDANOV mam"s .
*. - 'They cleimed that a rivalry for power existed between 3 DANOV -
©-end MALENKOV and that the 1947 reorgenization hed allowed -

i ~ZEDANOV to gain in power st the expense of MALENKOV, A% any

v'chlef engineer, hardly a word was sald about ZHEDANOV at
-~ Institute 160, Some well-informed Soviet engineers in the

.+ jrate, it was olear that,before YELIZAROV assumed tha job g =

S H T dingtdtute had considered MALENEKOV to be the likely sucaessdr';if“
S0l %o Stalin prior to the 1947 reorganization and the events

... that followed., With the appearsnce of YELIZAROV as chief
i engineer, all talk centered around ZHDANOV as the most
ial person next to Stalin and as Stalin®s likely

T*SQE:::::]soviet eollesgues considered ZHDANOV to be = strong Party 25X1 -

TadeoorTimen, e pergon who was more concerned with his subordinates?

+Party standing than with their technical ability. This same
- ..characteristic was attributed to YELIZAROV. MNALENKOV, on
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‘the other hand, was loocked upon as & man who was more conw
cerned wAth getting a job done than with secondary political
.oonsiderations, a man who respected and utilized the profes=
. .8lonal abilities of technicians regardless of their political
backgrounds, .

. Boviet employees at Institute 160 were expected to d emonstrate
. more active participation in political activities. MNore ‘
.~ important, meny Soviet specialiste (especially Jews) who hed
. no. strong Party affiliations were demoted and replaced by .
- -individuals in better standing wlth the Party. ZUZMANOVSKIY: - -
lest hia.gpaition es gelentific t s in,
earl{ 1948 and was demoted to section chief in charge 6f the
‘development of magnetrons. Other pesltions in the ingtitute
and in the MCEI were reputedly filled by individuals with
.stronger political tieg, then their predecessors. The faet
An itself that YELIZAROV replaced KATZMANN wes & gtromg "~
indlcation of this trend, The latter, a Soviet Jew, wes a
" skilled engineer and wasg regerded as an "engineer's mans"

Te  ZUZMANOVSKIY = and several other engineers at Institute 160

25X1

64 At eny vate, it was %rue that,after YELIZAROV came bo power,

director of the 1nstiwute‘in95fu

hed served during the war with YELIZAROV at a research instie =

tute located in Leningrad, ZUZMANCUSKIY wreferred to YELIZAROV .
&8 a "ZHDANOV man" and indicated that the former had been on
good terms with ZHDANOV when the latter was in charge of the
defense of Leningrad, ZULMANOVSKIY pelated that the gtaff of
this Leningred institute had originally been exempted from
militery and eivil defense service during the siege because
. of the high-priority nature of their work, TYELIZAROV, with
ZHDANOV's enipport, had ingisted however that the ingtitute
. 8taff work on the construction of defense positions in :
- Leningrad during their free time, Because of this, YELIZAROV
. Wes regarded with some hatred by ZUZMANOVSKIY and otherm who
~had been in ILeningrad at the time, ZUZMANCVSKIY peferred to
“him as the "bloodsucker of Leningrad®. S ‘

- '8¢. ZHDANOV was equally digliked by this group of engineers ot .
. Ihstitute 160 because of his emphasis on politiecal conformity
© #nd his conduct during the defemse of Lenin ade No doubt -
- memy of my Soviet colleagues ‘at Institute 1 0 were pleased to -
" hear of ZHDANOV's death in 1948 ag most were then convinced.
© - that he would be successful in gucceeding Stalin as ruler
_of the USSR, . , :

"9 “Mhe question of Stalin's suocessor was the subject of sure
© . prieingly much talk at Institute 160 in »ec :

. recent years. MOLOTOV was generally considered too old to
.- 'be ‘considered seriously ss Stalints succesgor, Iost guess-
- ing by | |Soviet colleagues centered around BERITA and MALENKOV o

25X1

| MALENKOV, BERIYA, ' .
5LEﬁE*MOLOTOV have been considered the main contenders in . o

.~ 25X1

_ ‘Mhe latfer was considered to be the most likely choice because .

" of his' youth.
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 Anti-Semitism and "Cosmopolite" Purge
10, strong anti-Semitic sentiments among the 25X1

.Great Russian inhabitants at Fryvazin o
employees at Institute 160, Ty-Qﬁ@djhﬁ&rﬁaiﬂuﬁsi&nﬂ,,25x1,
talking with this
man over a couple of drinks about Germany's gullt for its e
“agts under the Nazi r prior to and during World War II.
) the mags murder of Jews was the
worst crime of the Nazl regime. The Soviet, who was a little‘:25X1,'
drunk, enswered, "No, no, that's not so!  Hitler's worst. :
orime was his attack on the Soviet Union. 4s far ag the Jews
- are concerned, that was a good thing, Hitler should have
- killed as many of them as possible,”

1l. The Soviéts criticized Soviet Jews for sticking together

- end helping each other out in avoiding hard work and finding -
soft Jobs. DFor example, the Soviets at the institute come-
pleined thaet the entire staff et the Fryazino Hospital wes SN
Jewishy (However, these sentiments probably went much deeper, ‘
and were based on historical animosities.) These criticisms
were to some degree true. Soviet Jews as a group were more
ambitious and a greater percentage of them worked their way
up to leading positions than members of other Soviet nation-
ality groups. Then,too, they did temd to stick together
‘somewhat, probably because of the hostility they encountered.

12, ‘ _| perhaps . 60 per cent of 25X1
- the Soviet technical intelligentsia employed there were .of ‘ :
+ Jewlgh descent, This percentage later diminished somewhatb
with the influx of recent university gradustes. Although 3
~Semiti n the part of Soviets was apparent -
at Institute 160, it noticeably incressed in - 25X1
1948, during an organized campaign apparently directed ’ : '
against Soviet Jews, and increased in intensity thereafter. 25X1-
In 1948, after YELIZAROV came to power (there is probably
‘no connection. between the two events), many Soviet Jews
in leading positions at Ingtitute 160 were replaced by
‘Busgians. Jews who were replaced were almost invariably
. glven lower pogitions or were transferred to other enter— ‘
prises. As noted before, ZUZMANOVSKIY was demoted to section
- chilef, Although he later received a top job as scientifioc
consultant at Institute 160, it should be noted. that this
. position carried with it no responsibility for supervising
‘ personnel. Approximately one~third of all Jewish section
- . chlefs were demoted. The other Jewish section chiefs as
. well as Jewlsh engineers in lower positions were not affected
by this move,as more could not be dome in this direction with-
- ont adversely affecting the work of the institute. RPinally, -
.pome Jewlish shop chiefs in the plant attached to Institute 160
Were demoted. The only top Soviet official of Jewigh descent
-8t Institute 160 who was left in his position was GINSBURG,
the business director of the ingtitute. ‘ -

‘13,[:;;:bepmans at the institute gained the distinct impression 25X1
.- ‘that'4his wholesale demotion of Soviet Jews was the result
- of 8 pystematic policy emd was not simply coincidental. It
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§p enmtirely possible that this action against Jews began as
early as the fall of 1947 when KATZNMANN was replaced by YELI~
ZAROV. . KAPZMANN, & Jew, was transferred to Novosibirsk (a

" step which could only Ve regarded as a demotion) and one of

- his chief assistants (also Jewish) in the MCEI was assigned at
~ that time to a low position at Institute 160, :

14, It is noteworthy that at the time of this anti-Jewim action
- (1948), Soviet employees at the institute became mare out-
" gpoken in expresseing their anti-Semitic sentiments. - Perhaps
‘they found more courage to speak 1n this menner begause of .
- the fget that meny of their former bosses were now ocoupying -
. lower pogitions. = this was the result
~ of careful Party policy. | Joviet authorities
 indirectly attacked the Jews at looal Party meetings and also -
 ppread rumors or covert propaganda directed against this
~minority group. Affer public opinion had thus been aroused,
the goverument was f ree to act openly against the Jewse Thisg,
incidentally, was an old trick of the Nazist %o arouse publie
opinion by means of government-sponsored propagands and later
"~ to "respond to the will of the masses®. o

- 15, ] the Soviet government. carried out a systematic -
- enti-Semitic policy beoause it regarded Soviet Jews ag forelgiwe
- ers and therefore untrustworthy. Purthe rmore, Jews, beasuse
of their cultural ties with the West and their religion ‘
- represented a group who were less gusceptible to Communist.
Party indoctrination, less likely to accept Staelints dogme -
and dogmatism than 6ther elements of the Soviet population, .
‘Soviet -suthorities, therefore,felt compelled to destroy or %o
decrease the power of this element in order %o strengthen Lhedr
POWETs . R

© " nation of Ruseien enti-Semitism, He claimed that Russlang
»,were suspicious of all forelgners and th%t they reg :

‘. as. foreieners becau ,
] how it is possible thet & man like BERIYA
- ‘céuld carry out or have & part in a etate poliey of entie -
‘Bemitism. It was Wwidely rumored by Ehe Soviet workers at

’Ins#itute 160 that BERIYA wps Jewlsh.-

25X1

174 I% 4s interesting to note that at the beglaning 251

\ [the Soviét employees were pleasant. an
.. friemndly %o ﬁhef@éf@éﬁlgggpialists but the Soviet Jews were
. 7understandably cool Later on, the Soviet Jews were .
~. friendlier than the Soviets, primarily because they:
. learned that not all Germans were anti-Semitic. This tendeney

. became even more pronounced with the initiation of the antl~
Semitic campaign.” It is true, of course, that the language

. barrier was a factor in this consideration, Most Soviet'Jewa‘r[“

['figaque Yiddish and were thus able to converse with the Germans
© 7 without great difficulty. ) A .

le;fEhelSOViethews et Institute 160 never talked about the astablféha'

ment of Israel as a state. The subject was too ticklish. MNore-
over, nome of the Jews| | openly recognized the 2
-existence of an anti-Semitie movement in the USSR. :
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‘Pogtwar Purges of Soviet Sciéntists

.19 Soviéf colleagues said little or nothing about postwar.
NI “purges of intellectuals in the Soviet Union. In faqt, gews

broadcasts from RIAS and BBC were only sourtes o nformae—

;tion'concerning,the‘so-ealled LYS purge.
the victims of these purges are 8 t1ill engaged
research, even if they are confined in snecila

camps set aside for such individuals.

on the probable fate of a German gpecialisg br. FOGY, who.

.gﬂa:afrested at Institute 160. Although FOéY was never seen -

after his arrest, he wrote several letters to his wif

forced labol
apsumption

- 25x1

25X1
25X1

prior to her repatriation to Germeny in 1950. The £imst - 25XT -

etter was evidently written in a rather desperate state of.

mind, In later letters, however, he stated that he was worke

ain snd hinted that he was engaged in his professions
received several measuring instruments at

Institute 160, several years after FOGI's arrest; which bore

~:4he -distinet stamp of his work. Finelly, his wife receiveéd

500 rubles from him ghortly before her departure fo Germany.

It is hardly likely that FOGY would have been in a position
to send such a sum of money 1f he were not engaged in re~ .
nunerative work. : :

" Arregt of Former Osiarbeiter

204 Boviet employees at Institute 160 seldom compared living
oonditions abroad with those in the USSR, as those who were
4n a poeition to do so (discharged soldiers and other -
returnees) were evidently closely watched by the Party and
gseocurity police., Persons who had lived sbroad were aware

_ that they were under obgervetion and so were afrald to
' sﬁeak about such matters. For e xample, Soviet engineers
w.

o hed been employed in Germeny after the war.wereﬁaingl§i 

. out for speclsl attention b{‘tha local Part% orgenization.
This observation was not relaxed until the Pa

. their tour of duty sbroad.

2l meny or most of former Ostarbeiter (soviets
’ employed in Germany during the war) are now in Soviet -

i

- 25X1

‘ ‘ r authqriﬁiegV o
. were ocertain that these people had not been conteminated by o

© 25X1

forced lehor cempss At least it was true that Ostarbeiter -

- employed at Instltute 160 were treated with even greater

- distrust then former members of the Soviet occupatlon force
"' in Germany. They were pre-judged by state and Party authorie-

ties as Nazi collaborators. Moreover, three former Ostare

";‘béiter employed(gggmorkers at Institute 160 marﬂgaxrga$§¢44;25X1
s - d S

‘they had been arrested because they

. 'had been

Ostarbeiter and not because of any other extraneous .
Teason. | | such arrests
were not unusual, that meny former Ustarbelisw d been

| -arrested snd confined %o forced labor camps.
. Porged Lebor Cemp in Fryeszino
22&;‘Aﬁproximately 200'ma1e.and femsle prisoners, ranging in age
* from about 18 to 35, wére confined in a forced labor camp
- loecated in Fryszino. These inmates were in all likelihood

25X1

orininal esnd not politicel prisoners. Their labor was confined

_to conatructiOn‘work in‘the Pryazino area. As a matter of
‘ SECRET
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facty all building and street construction carried out in
Pryazino from 1946 to 1951 was d one. by prisoners of this camp,
The prisoners, in groups of 30 to 40, marched to work down
the s treets of Fryazino uhder the watchful eyes of three or
four uniformed guards, The townspeople took 1little note of -
~ these groups of prisoners and presumndbly regarded the exist- .
| 'ence of the camp as a perfectly normal situation. L

.23,  The oamp, consisting of simple wooden barracks surrounded by .
' barbed wire enclosures, was located next to the local movie RS
house (near the railway tracks) at the end of the town, An ' -~
. observer could see by charts posted on the walls of the ... .- b
" barracks that the prisoners, like all other Soviet .workers, el

had their production norms to fulfill. o C

.24, The camp was dissolved inm 1951, It was rumored that this )
i ~ gtep had been taken because Soviet regulations prokibilied the
“meintenance of a forced labor camp in an incorporated town .
, or city., In support of this theory, it is interesting to
note that Pryazino was incorporated as a town in approxi-
mately 1950 (1t had formerly been ¢ lassified as a workers' . ‘
settlement).. ‘ 25X1 -

SOVIE? ATTITUDES TOWARD POLITICAT PROBLENMS AND LEADERS
- The”éoviet‘ﬂegime

25.7{8 ‘ » ' the brosd masses of the  25X17
‘ _Boviet populatlo Pas respect to the Soviet regime,
-~ predisposed neither to opposition nor strong suppord of thelr = '

government. few convinced Communists and aelmost
-+ no out-and-out opponenis of‘communism.AJEMMMLJhﬂﬂJﬁLIdiJZQTS
'ifufjﬁquﬁgsggvnggaaiiiqg'Q:-ﬂ;ﬁflﬁ  oBX1
E {Gere mostly persens, like ZUZMANOVSKIY, who rejected life = ...
~1n generals o * S o

264 “/some chence conversations with nriinﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁiw25XT?
o hich throw some light on this matter. o

A - 25X1"
R me of ..
.o+ these individusls, a 1little in thelr cups, remarked S

w e

-+ oonfidentially they "never had i n led by B
. the Germen ermy during the wer. Fryazine " .~
" 'ned heen oooupled briefly by forward Germen tenk ocolwms, . -25X1
R ét mgrkad the high point of the German advance on the central . .
: Tronte : . ' . I

27+  Two faotors should be kept in mind in evaluating the attitude
7 of the mess of the Soviet people foward thelr government . %
Piret, the,small but continuael ecdnomic progress which hes .
been achleved in the Soviet TUnion hes allayed unrest on thet ..~
, "‘gseore. Secondly, much of what is: bad in the Soviet system
oo is explained away giathe existence of an entegonistlio non=-
’ o communiet world, ut is, ocapitalist encirolement compels ©
"' . the Soviet state te meintain lerge armed forces, thus reduo=
 ing the gtandard of living, end forces it to maintein vigil-
.. anoe ageinst capitalist agents and internel enemies, thus:'
++ reduocing personel freedoms o .

SECRET |
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- 25X1
Eé;tﬂjﬁlthough it is poasible that there are signs of unrest in: o
" the Soviet Union, | In the event " 25X1

.. of enother world war, each and every Soviet citizen would . _
o £fight to d efend his £ atherlend; not the fatherlasnd of sooial-

- 4sm but the Russian fetherlend. Moreover,| | no = 25X1
poseibility of & chenge in the Soviet govermment brought :
~about by a revolution from within. CGovernment controls. are -

“too strong and the Soviet people are too passive for this
40 take place. The Soviet regime will £ all only as a
result of war,

29¢ It was extremely difficult to - determine if ‘the intelligentsia
S was more in favor of or more opposed to the Communist regime
© .. thean the mass of the population. This difficulty wes the
"result of a clear pattern of Soviet life. The higher a
person climbed pon the economic end social ladder, the more
. enxious he was about losing his job and the more cautious
“he was gbout expressing his honest opinlon. A worker could
-~ openly complain about the governmment, at least about petty
- matters, without fearing the consequences. Repetitive be-
“-heviour of this type on the part of an individual ina
gleading position could only result in his. downfall.

": t :Ls interestiug to note in this oormec’tion that many
< German specialigts at the institute had Soviet nistresses .
;;d.espite khe faot that such relationships were discouraged - - .
. -by Soviet authoritiess. 4AlL of these mistresses were workings
-~ olass women. - No women in & hi%her position, an engineer -
for example, would have dered fo flaunt the unofficia,l I
: regnla.tion forbidding this prac'tice. ‘ L

L gg_v_igt Iseadera

31, JIﬁgigJqul_buuﬂnﬂJzL@%most ell Soviets. | 25X1

. the remerk from Soviet cols 25X_1
- Tedgues ang acquaintances "If Lenin had lived, things would

have been better." 'They 1ooked back on the middle ars ot

the Boviet regime, the {ears up to and including. 19;5’54 ‘

the'fgood 614 days?, They remembered with fondness th e

shorter workin week and other favoreble conditions which

+ ;__qh;rag'berized his period and 1den’ci£ied them with I.enin'
.Po io 08es

‘e mixed atti‘bude toward Stalin on the parﬁ at S 25X1
the’. et population. It was certainly apperent that he -
WS’ hela in no such esteem as Lenin, | | 25X1
‘infer from the above %uote regerding Lenin that Stalin P
was ‘held roagonaible or many undssirable developments in ‘
/Boviet soolety and system of government. Nevertheless :
Stelin wes regarded moet Soviet citizens as an outa{:and-
. ing personal:l. Ve Although most Soviet citlzens seemed to

- . recogiu that life could be better. then thalr present lot,.
T .+ - Btelin wes given aredit for his undeniable aohievements :Ln

C T utablishing 'bhe ‘Soviet Unionas a world powers,

- !5, "!Dhe a‘btitudu of my Soviet colleaguee towe.rd MALENKOY and =~
"o 70Y  ZHDANOV have been dimcussed in an earlier seotion.pﬁm
v.frienda end acquain‘bances seldom spoke ebout MOLOT ‘

' SECRET
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. BERITA, for some reason or other, enjoyed a good reputation

-~ ..-emong the Soviet employees at Institute 160+ Some of them
~elaimed that individuals had written to BERIYA appealing for

- .8id in solving & personsal problem or correcting an injustice
- and that he had swiftly intervened and settled metters satig
. factorilys. These same people stated that it was also pessible
%0 -appeal to Stalin in such matters but that action was slow

in processing these appeals through a long chain of command ,

. 344 .. They welated that an engineer employed at Institute 160 had
" .. been near to d eath as a result of an advanced case of tubere
ouloeis, The local hospital had rejected this mants request .
- for the application of an American drug against tuberculosis
~~because 1t was considered too expensive, The enginéder re-
putedly wrote to BERIYA ang appealed for aid. BEHIYA had
~acquired the drug within a short time, but only enough for
. one-half of a cure. The man's life was prolonged by geveral
years before he finally died,

Aspeots of Soviet System Heceiving Overt Praise and Crifioism

35(  |contacts in the Soviet Union seldom if ever directed
, complaints againast the government itself. Most complaints
were directed against high prices. The men wers dlge
.8atigfied with the price of vodke and the women were unhappy
- with the prices of all consumer goods, Pay and working = -
conditions also came in for their share of verbal digw
© satisfaction. But bosees at the ingtitute rather than the
system itself were held responsgible for this state of 25X1;
affairs]  [Soviet acquaintances also frequently criticized . ”
. America and America's foreign poliey, At times it eppeared
that the United States wasresponsible for everything that was
-wrong in the Soviet Union and in the world at large. 4

On the other side of the picture; _ Soviet dolleagues and . . 25X1
- -acquaintances were proud of the growing strength of the B T
Boviet Union, in particular its achievements in industrializa-
w:tion as epltomized by the widely advertised constructlon of -
skyscrapers - in Moscows. They were 8lso proud. . of the astound-' : .
~ing improvement in living conditions which hasg been s chieved = .+ ¢
-in the Soviet Unionm since 1946,  And,locally, Moscow ag & S
' oultural ¢ enter, with its magnificent musiocal concerts and -
oo great artists, weas regerded with deep pride., ' All of theae -
fatgoints oould‘be-effectively attacked directly or 1ndireqtl¥ Lol
T y_Western#propagandists, with the exoeption of the Sevietts R
. pride in their cultural achievements, The' worst way in which .-
T one econld insult a Boviet, even the simplest worker, was to. —
7 eell him unoulitured or to elaim that the Soviet peoples possems.
R oultural achievements of the rast and present, ' C

- 25X1

%P gnda - a

, 37« The bulk of the Soviet population apparently believed any- '
. 4hing whioch apgeared in the Soviet prese or which wag brosd- -
« . "oast by other Soviet informetion media, When seversl Soviets
- engeaged in a debate sbout gomething or other, the ¢linching
..:phrese slweys oropped up, "But 1% must be true 1t*s in the
. newspeper,"
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8¢ /For example, the average Soviet worker thoroughly believed

‘.. that the stage of Communism would be achieved according to
- “’the old Marxist formula, "to each according to his needs" Ny
+He believed that when communism is achieved he will be abfe

.. %o:go inte a shop, take home a shirt without paying a cent, .
end -throw 1t away after he grows tired of it. In fact, many

Soviet workers frequently said that after the completion of
the present Five-Year Plan, bread will be so plentiful that

»}it@Will be distributed free of charge to every inhabitent in

. the Soviet Union, S : : '

~Ihe aversge Soviet worker apparently believed in the trmthfule
8 0f the Soviet press, despite the fact that much of what
they- read in the press wes contradicted by evéryday eéxperiences.
This fact did not seem to make any impression on the Soviet
'~ 'masBeés. . They were too indifferent. The average Soviet was
ot 80 downirodden that the govermment could publish anything in
©..the press and make him YWelleve it.

. 404 .The pystem even had visible effects on the group of Gérman
., .gpecialists at Ingtitute 160 during their relatively brief
~8oJourn in the Soviet Union. At first stormed the =~ . 25X1
~@lrector's office wilth protests about various injustices, ' '
“vsent delegations with petitions to the director, r efused
- to contribute to state loand rives, et cetera. The Soviet
:ﬁtemﬁ}oyees at. the instltute were shocked and ‘amazed at this
~:hehaviour and said, "You don't realize what you are doing.
- This can geét you & one-way ticket to Siberias." In the
- later years, the continual pressure, £ear of arrest,and
- bitter experience (the Soviets were right in thel -
" ''4ing) hed undermined much of the elsn and spirdt
- no longer protested.when paychecks Failed -~
- %0 aprive on time or when other working conditions wera Ffoumd
xoubeuunaatisfaoto:{, It was much easier to shrug
and say "nichego" along with the Soviets.. =~

S8Lons |

;' WRe mein significance of the electiong B in

. Fryasino wes that they were regarded as a reason for cele- .:
. ‘brations Fentastic drunkennese relgned in> the etreets of the:
~ . ibowp on election days as the workers readily evailed them= .-
. "selves of the opportunity of buying from the well-stooked L
w!ﬂpg igp.afvvadga‘at presumably lower prices.  The intelli-
e 8 piawiu,no‘way,regarded elections as important, were o
+7. -upder no illusions that these elestions decided emything, =~ =
s Ihey demohstrated no interest in the elections as such but =

gbgngiggrgdvypting.as e duty or necessary evil, B

.. Bo oriticiem of Soviet foreign polieies from L 125X1
gviet colleagues and aoqueintences. They apparently he o
! . opinion of their govermment®s foreign policies as S
forth in effioial propasgends. They regarded with approval .
v Ahe expension of Soviet powér in the FEastern Hemisphere. In -
v partioular, they grested with genuine enthusiéiem the Communist
. yietory in China.,” These asoquaintances frequently expressed v
: he opinion that with so meny more millionsof people under

ommunist yule, the time was short when the Communist
,ymlution”wouid bs'qxtenaedvthroughout the entire warld, -

' ®BORET
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- A1l Soviets took it for granted that the Europesn satellite
_g;atggéRincluding the GDR, would one day become republics of
the USSR. v

43, The existence of thé so-called Iron Curtain was recognized -
] 'and met with a facile explanatioms 25X1
It was regarded as a naturdl defense erected by the Soviet
- Union against the infiltration of capitalist agents. They
explained that the capitalist countries wish to rob the
foviet Union of all its achievements attained under social-
emy . : '

444 the opinion of the average Soviet = 25X1
v regarding the United STates also corresponded teo the officlal
.. . propagenda line., He accepted the oIficlal Soviet coneeption
of the United States as a true characterization. Of this
" whole cemplex of crude concepts, capitalism, exploitation
- 0f the working class, aggressive foreign pollcy, and racilal
discrimination, it is remarkable that the latter point made
a particularly strong impression on the minds of my Soviet
acquaintances. However, it wag true that all groups,
workers end intelligentsia alike, admired the +technical
achievements of the United States amd sought to emulate
them as far as this was poesible, The technical intelli-
gentsia was quite aware of the superiority of American
industry. Many workers were evidently of the opinion that
‘the Boviet Union has achleved with its most recent Five-
Year Plan the same level of industrialization as the United
States and will surpass it during the coming five years. .

45, Fo credit was given to American wartims and poastwar aid.
The Soviet citizenry was firmly convinced that they, and -
only they, had won the war and, moreover, could have done o .
" without American aid, gtruck by the fact that almost 25X1
‘ell-canned food distributed to the CGermen speclaliste in o E
1946 had been produced in the United States. This evidence
of American_generoeitg geemed to have had no effect on the
~ourrent thianking of the Soviet population. ZEither they
were not aware of such sid at the time it was mede avall-
: - able or heve forgotten ebout it in the intervening five yesrs,
46, - The mass of workere at Imetitute 160 belisved thet the
' United ftates began the war in Xorea and thet the mean
.. Americens were r esponsible for all this bloodshed. They,
~of oourse, identified themselves with the “good gid e", the
Norih Roreans, Durinf the first monthe of the war, Soviet
employees of the institute hung maps of Korea on thewalls
- : of the various offices and laboratories and followed the
Cod progress of the war with iraat interest, However, these

meps dlsappeared overnight when the tide turned and the
Ambrioana geined the upper hand, ‘

- 4T7» - . Phe mems of workers in the insetitute elso bslisved charges
of Americen atrocities and baoteriologicel warfare in Korea
and Chine, 3Iven such highly placed personnel as the business,
director of the institute repeated and seemingly believed
- stories of American brutelity, |the  25x1
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Soviet population had a natural fendency to believe such atrocity accusations,as
brubality was characteristic of life in the Soviet Union. They viewed the outside
world in the image of their own, Furthermore, rumors spread throughout the institute
that the Americans had distribubed germs in the Soviet Union, Once during an influenza
epidemic, the rumor was started that American planes had dropped bacteria in the
Fryazino area andwere to blame for the illness. 25X1

48, I% is noteworthy that these rumors always cropped up after Party meetings had been
held: sk she -tnspibuke, oIt is.iVery possible that such rumors originated ak © hese

meetings,as t hey were always discussed by bthe Soviet workers the next day .at work.
Iiﬁhis was another example of covert propaganda carried out by Party
or police officials, . 25X1

War and Peace

49, |:|the entire Soviet population very fearful of a new world war. At one time,
1950 and 1951, this fear developed into a virtual war psychosis in the Fryazind area.
The Sovies press had raged so much about the mean Americans and their aggressive plans
that the local population evidently felt thab their days of peace were numbered. 25X1
any rate, theybought up and hoarded all articles which. are normally short in war
time, Within two or three days, not a pinch of salt or a piece of soap was available
in the entire area. ]—L’? this consbtant reiteration of American aggressive
intentions was part of an official policy to maintain control over the Soviet popula-
tion by playing on their fears of war and simultaneously to build up a hatred of the
United States, 25X1

50. |:|not aware of any emphasis by official propaganda media on the possibility of
coexistence between Communism and capitalism, and my Soviet colleagues evidently did
not regard this theory seriously., Every Soviet citizen was convinced that war
between the Soviet camp and the West would sooner or later become a reality, All
were evidently certain that the United States would be the aggressor in this conflict.

51, The mass of the Soviet population was probably firm in 1ts opinion that the USSR
would be victorious in a future world war, They continually read in the Soviet press
about the power and might of %heir country. The technical intelligentsia probably
had some doub®s in this matter, as they were aware of America's industrial pre-eminence.

25X1

1. Comment: MCEI is used throughout this report to refer to the Ministry
of Communications Equipment Industry.

2. Conment ! Katzmann and Yelizarov
were successive f engineer of the second of five admin strasive groups of t he

MCEI. this second.group "she main administratior /ohief directorass/
for vacuum tube plants'. ‘

3. w: Lavrentily Pavlovich Beriya is a Georglan; to the best of our
nowiedge, he 15 not Jewish. i

25X1

SECRET

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/17 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001000280006-4



